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Factors and Causes of the Occurrence of Different Opinions in
Judo Referee and Judges' Evaluation of Throwing Techniques

Hironori HAYASHI Yoshihisa ISHIKAWA Hidekazu SHODA

Abstract

It has been reported that the factors causing different opinions among judo referees in the
evaluation of throwing techniques are (1) the direction in which the throws are viewed, (2) the
level of the referee (referee ability), and (3) both the direction in which the throws are viewed
and the level of the referee (referee ability). However, no studies have examined the factors and
causes of differences in the evaluation of throwing techniques among referees based on these
three factors. This study aimed to qualitatively examine the factors and causes of the
occurrence of different opinions in the evaluation of throwing techniques among judo referees.
Three judo experts with high judging, athletic, and coaching abilities analyzed 65 cases in
which different opinions occurred in the evaluation of throwing techniques at the 2011 Kodokan
Cup All Japan Judo Championships. The results revealed the following.

1. The most frequent factor in the occurrence of different opinions in the evaluation of throwing
techniques was the referee’s level (referee ability) (45 cases, 69.2%).

2. The most common cause of the occurrence of different opinions in the evaluation of throwing
techniques was the ground contact of the thrown person’s back and tatami mats (41 cases,
52.6%).

Based on the above, it is necessary to recognize that there is a problem with the occurrence
of different opinions in the evaluation of throwing techniques among judo referee and judges. It
is also important to film matches from multiple directions so that the ground contact between
the thrown person's back and tatami mats can be confirmed. Furthermore, it is necessary to

construct a system to support judges using technology.
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