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Running for School Principal under a Direct Election System:
Analysis through Narratives of Panara State School Principals

Noriko TAMURA

Abstract

In Brazil, there is a unique method of selecting school principals in primary and secondary
public schools, which is a direct election involved by teachers, school staff, parents and
students. The purpose of this paper is to clarify the reasons of running for school principal
under this system. This was achieved by analyzing the interview data collected in 2014 and
2017 in the state of Parand, from seven school principals, who were recruited by the direct
election system.

The results from this analysis shows that there is a strong tendency for candidates to be
incumbent principals and deputy principals. The reason for this is pointed out that as a
prerequisite for running for the principal direct election, the incumbent principal gained the
trust from school staff and parents through the working time at school, so he/she was
requested by them to be a candidate, or had confidence, vision, enthusiasm for school
management.

From these facts, it is concluded that direct principal elections in the state of Parana are
functioning so as to be able to select personnel supported by schools, with the qualities of
effectively managing the school.
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