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The Characteristics of School Principals in Brazil:
Focus on the Direct Election of School Principals

Noriko TAMURA

Abstract

In Brazil, there is a unique method of selecting school principals in primary and secondary
public schools, directly elected by teachers, school staff, parents and students. The purpose of
this paper is to clarify the characteristics of school principals in Brazil focus on the direct
election of school principals. For achieving this, this study analyzes results of 2013
questionnaire by INEP (Iustituto Nacional de Estudos e Pesquisas Educacionais Anisio Teixeira),
which is the official data from the Brazilian Government.

In the first section, it discusses basic information about school principals in Brazil. In Brazil,
school principals’ trainings undertake in undergraduate and graduate courses. As a legal
requirement, it demands school directors to receive such school principal training course at the
university level. With regard to the selecting methods of school principals, it is delegated to the
local government. In the 2013 INEP survey, seven methods are set as question items; 1) open
competition, 2) election, 3) free indication, 4) deliberation, 5) election and deliberation, 6) free
indication and deliberation, and 7) others.

In the second section, it analyzed the state of implementation of methods of selection of
school principals in Brazil. Through the analysis of INEP survey data, it is clarified that 1) open
competition is mostly implemented in the State of Sao Paulo, 2) election is in the South and the
Middle West, and 3) free indication is in the North and the North-Eastern areas.

In the third section, the general tendency of Brazilian school principals is analyzed
considering gender, age, race, academic background, and career. As a result, it was found that
people who are women, white, forties, and have majors in pedagogy as undergraduates tend to
be school principals in Brazil.

Based on an analysis of the above, the characteristics of school principals recreated by direct
election have been found to be selected as people who are not different as those who are
selected through other methods except open competition. In other words, qualified people are
selected even if students and parents, who are laypersons, are directly involved. Considering a

variety of reasons for this result, it could be pointed out firstly that the legal regulation

1) AR— g



84 Wb B AR =Y KEWMEALE  H145

controls the results, and secondly that teachers, school staff, parents and student actually

demand such school principals. By investigating this matter, consideration of more in-depth
analysis is necessary for further study.
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B | LA 5.5% | 12.0% | 38.9% | 25.9% 6.9% | 24.0% | 26.1%| 25.0%

ﬁ% 1~2 4 6.4% | 22.7% | 13.2% | 15.2% | 23.4% | 14.8%| 13.6%| 16.1%

N 3~5 4 14. 4% 31. 3% 22. 6% 21. 6% 23. 4% 21.1% 20. 8% 23. 7%

=

it | 6~104F 24.1% | 20.2% | 14.6% | 23.0% | 25.8% | 21.7% | 18.8% | 18.7%
11~15 4 29. 3% 8. 6% 6. 4% 9.0% | 13.3% | 11.5% | 11.7%| 10.1%
16~20 4 10. 1% 3. 4% 2. 4% 3. 2% 4. 5% 4. 3% 5. 2% 3. 7%
21 FERL I 10. 2% 1.8% 1. 7% 2. 1% 2. 7% 2. 7% 3. 8% 2. 7%
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HhE, 1AEL EOREREZ 25 DI,
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(3) RRDZE

WEIZ, REDZEREIZOWTATAHRZW,
IR L72DIE, BEDPRFDOFIHL NV
T L7 HM 5L, KR¥EBETOEMD L
CIFEEB OB LS5 Th D, K3
S, BEOFEEEIZOWTLT® 5 HAYE
TX5.

1S, AT EICHEFREL, KRELXLY
THOEPOHEHZEME L TWLIHTD

Wb B AR =Y KEWMEALE  H145

B, WEEFB T REORE (01%) Rrhi
HECTHEERRICEXZL TR VWKE
(0.8%), KF CTHEFEBRUIOE M8 %
B2 LRE (61%) dDOTRLn60n5EDH
DD, REFRFIZBOTHETHZBTL
TWAHIRRBATENS.

B212, TOLRNPTYH, ROKFTHLE
N0, HEFATHLHETH L. HEY
DY)y T b= LR, HEHE,
FREESORBEEMRE BN TSI —AT
Hb. TOUBFXEL LI AN, KEIC
RS NBMEMCH 5. KR, SRR H

%3 BRAFENICHDIRRDEZE
ﬁ;ﬁ BE | R4 | FA %ig E%r zofh | 4k
* S A 0.1%| 0.1%| 0.2%| 0.1%| 0.0%| 0.1%| 0.2%| 0.1%
%é de | R L1%| L1.5%| 5.4%| 1.3%| 0.8%| 3.1%| 2.7%| 3.3%
% 2 zomm 0.6% | 0.5%| 1.2%| 0.3%| 0.3%| 0.6%| 13%| 0.8%
%; B BEF 61.9% | 39.3% | 43.9% | 44.7% | 33.5% | 40.9% | 44.7% | 42.9%
s | AT 1.3% | 3.5% | 5.3%| 4.0%| 4.3%| 4.6%| 4.0%| 4.4%
K T
; i;;;g;v ’ 4.5% | 8.2%| 6.0%| 7.1%| 9.8%| 7.2%| T.7T%| 7.0%
iy
ii;;ifv ’ 7.3% | 14.0% | 12.2% | 13.4% | 16.8% | 13.7% | 9.7%| 12.8%
e
12;;;;£)7 17.2% | 26.5% | 20.0% | 22.7% | 28.5% | 24.3% | 22.5% | 22.6%
Z DAt 6.0% | 6.4% | 5.9%| 6.4%| 6.0%| 5.5%| 7.2%| 6.1%
x| F | RET /Nt 15.0% | 14.8% | 27.5% | 13.1% | 12.8% | 16.5% | 24.0% | 20.8%
% @ 177 W=7 Juh TA% | 3.2 | 4.1%| A1%| 3.9%| A.8%| 7.5%| 4.4%
fg AN YA =3y 70.8% | 78.8% | 66.5% | 78.9% | 80.1% | 75.7% | 64.9% | 71.9%
E+E 5.6% | 2.8%| L.7%| 3.7%| 2.8%| 2.7%| 3.3%| 2.5%
[HE L) O0.4%] 0.2k 0.1%) 0.4h| 035 0.3%h 0.3k
| KE TR 17.4% | 15.4% | 27.8% | 13.9% | 13.5% | 17.1% | 26.0% | 21.5%
2 #HE Gl 4.2% | 5.3%| 6.1%| 4.1%| 4.0%| 5.6%| 4.5%| 5.3%
¥l ww Gar
) 3.8% | 6.0%| 6.5%| 6.7%| 7.5%| 6.4%| 4.3%| 6.2%
#HE B5) 2.2% | 4.4% | 3.3%| 4.0%| 5.3%| 4.2%| 3.1%| 3.8%
HE (£0fth) 68.9% | 65.1% | 53.9% | 67.8% | 65.9% | 62.2% | 58.6% | 60.0%
DAt 3.6%| 3.86| 2.4%| 3.5%| 3.7%| 4.5%| 3.5%| 3.1%
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